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Objective: This course will focus on the literature of second half of twentieth century, post-World
War |1, when Postmodern literature came into prominence. A form of literature which is marked,
both stylistically and ideologically, by a reliance on such literary conventions as fragmentation,
paradox, unreliable narrators, often unrealistic and downright impossible plots, games, parody,
paranoia, dark humor and authorial self-reference. Postmodern literature serves as a reaction to the
supposed stylistic and ideological limitations of modernist literature and the radical changes the
world underwent after the end of World War Il. This course would range across writers from
different countries and movements including genres like Magic Realism and Beat Generation
poems, enabling the students’ understanding of the development of this literary period in the wake
of the aftermath.

Unit 1: Drama
Samuel Beckett — Waiting for Godot
Bertolt Brecht — The Three Penny Opera

Unit 2: Novels
Kurt Vonnegut — Slaughterhouse five
Gabriel Garcia Marquez- Chronicles of a Death Foretold

Unit 3: Poetry

Sylvia Plath — ‘Daddy’, ‘Lady Lazarus’

Ted Hughes — ‘Hawk Roosting’, ‘Love Song’
Seamus Heaney — ‘Death of a Naturalist’, ‘Digging’
Philip Larkin — ‘Church Going’, ‘MCMXIV’

Paul Celan — ‘Deathfugue’

Unit 4: Short-stories

Doris Lessing — ‘Through the Tunnel’
Margaret Atwood — ‘Rape Fantasies’
Milan Kundera — ‘“The Apologizer’

Unit 5: Non-fictional Prose
Albert Camus — ‘The Myth of Sisyphus’
Salman Rushdie — Selection from Imaginary Homeland (Selections)
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